
Middle Tennessee Genealogical Society 
And 

The Knowles Center 

Family Bible Collecting Project 

(PLEASE PRINT ALL INFORMATION. USE REVERSE SIDE IF NECESSARY) 

Date: May 17.2008 

1) Bible Name (Name of family recorded): 
Kirkland 

2) Contributed by: Name, address, phone, and email: -Kenneth L. Kirkland, 
 

 
 

 

3) Relationship of Bible owner to family in Bible: g r a n d s o n ,  great-grandson, g-g grandson, 
g-g-g-grandson- 

4) Original date of the Bible: D e c l a r a t i o n  1847, Eleazar ca. 1850, Samuel G. 1890, Thomas 
Eleazar (T. M.) ca. 1900. 

Information about family recorded in Bible: 

5) Where did the family live (city, county, state): -Humphreys and Hickman Counties, Tennessee, 
1810-1885, Johnson County, Texas, 1886+ 

6) Occupation of key figure in Bible if known: -Eld. Levi Kirkland: Primitive Baptist Elder, Eleazar, 
Samuel, & Thomas were farmers. Thomas also a carpenter for the Santa Fe Railroad 

7) Brief sketch of the family if known (original place of origin, settlement in Tennessee) 

- Levi was born in Edgefield, County, SC (now Saluda County) moved to Kentucky ca. 1807, 
Stewart Co. TN land grant no. 543 dated Oct. 5, 1810-filed Jan. 3,1812, on Big Richland Creek 
where he and Dicey are buried. (Divided off as Humphreys County in 1809). His mother, Lucretia 
/Lucy Cotton Kirkland Arrington, was with him in Humphreys County, listed in the minutes of the 
Big Richland Creek Primitive Baptist Church ca. 1830. 

8) Relationships of family members if not stated in the Bible: 

I hereby give my permission to the Middle Tennessee Genealogical Society to include the 
genealogkal information contained in this Bible in any compilation of Bible records that it 
may publish in the future. 

Signed 
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Handwriting of Kenneth L. Kirkland (Jr.) 1982

Owner
Note
Handwriting of Kenneth L. Kirkland (Jr.) about 1982



Blue ink handwriting is that of Oma Clyde Kirkland.
Handwriting of Kenneth L. Kirkland (Jr.) 1982 in black ink.



1887 death in handwriting of Oma Clyde Kirkland. Rest by Kenneth L. Kirkland (Jr.) in 1982



Handwriting of Kenneth L. Kirkland (Jr) 1982



A DECLARATION OF T H E  BIRTH AND PROGRESS OF LEV1 KIRKLAND 

.. 
I was born, July 1778, my father was named Thomas, and my mother, Lucrette (i.e. 

LucretialLucy). He was a son of Snoden Kirkland, He  had four brothers, J;unes,John, 

Benjarncn and Aron; and two sisters, Coney Loveless, Sibby Ganes. They were generaly a 

short life people. My father died, 1788 or 89, and in the course of the same year, 111y 

mother niarried Benjamen Srenton 0.e. Be~jarnin Arrington?). By hirn she had no 

children. I had three sisters; the first, Kissier (i.e. Keziah) and she married a Fortner, the 

second Lucretia, and she married a Herns, the third, Farnariah, and she married a 

Barefield. They all had considcrable offsprings, son & daughlers. In 1796 I married Dicy 

Burcc (i.e. Dicey Bruce) and in 1802 I professed religion and Joincd tllc Baptist church; 

Iny wifc being baptized the same day. In 1806 I rnovetl to the Western country and 

settled in Kentucky. In July, 1807 our first child was born, named Lucretia. In 1808 wc 

lived in Mongomery county, 'Tennessee and about the close of the year, rnoved to 

Humphreys county, Tenn., where I now livc. Our second child was Elizar (i.e Eleazar), 

then (next) Lucenda, Aaron, Thornas, Moses, Susan, Nancy, Joshua and Lcvi. The  threc 

last at the dalc, 1847 are not married. My grandchildren, there has been 43 born, and 

only a small portion of the number dead. My mother was named Lucy Cotton. Her 

~notlier ~narried a Hasc (i.e. HayeSsIHays?). There was a co~~sidcrable chain of 

connection, both of the Hase and Cottons. It has been generally said that her grandfather 

and grandmother, one lived to 100 and the othcr 112 years of age. Tliey were generally 

speaking, Baptist people. A good many of ~ n y  father's pcoplc wcre what tliey call Seventh 

Day Baptist. 



This Declaration from the best o f ~ n y  recolection is corrcct, but I acknowledge I am 

Saliable, and must soon iall to all limely mattcr, but have a home beyond the pave, where 

h a t  perfect Being will be complete and all His members like Him, and shall see Him as 

He is. 

Written this the 10th of October, 1847, by Levi IGrkland 

Location of the original document is unknown. The late Ida Lea Kirkland Slate of Nashville, Tennessee 
(died June 1982) said that her grandmother, Ida Minnie McNeely Kirkland, had a hand- written copy. This 
version is based on a typewritten copy dated "25th day of June 1943, by Ida M. Kirkland." 

Another version of the Declaration, from Turner Edward Kirkland, says Levi (Sr.) was born July 1776, and 
that he married in 1798. It is noteworthy that the children are named here in the same order as in his will 
(probated in Humphreys County, Tennessee, in 1852). 

The Declaration would seem to have been written for the youngest son, Levi Kirkland Jr, who was born in 
1825, since the latter's son, J. V. Kirkland, updated it for his generation 10 February 191 3. 

J. V."s son Melvin Kirkland married Ida Minnie McNeely in 1886. Apparently she copied the Declaration 
after giving an account of her father and two grandfathers, and then added to the document in 1943, which 
Idea Lea Kirkland Slate typed up at some point. 

My parentheses have been inserted in the Declaration to explain or suggest spellings or version of names 
or text. Otherwise, the spelling is not corrected. 

Kenneth L. Kirkland 

2948 N. Pine Grove Ave 

Chicago Illinois 60657 

24 January 1991, 17 June 2000 



.I 

::y G r a n d f a t h e r  CslmeZ L'. r , 37t;fcHately o f  Pam.ti?,,, &" 87,- b m a l d  Feb, 3, 1820, d i d  139 
;.,i?rriad J.3na %nules, )soxm+?Q b@13 rind dfm9 4q35, bio was\ the o l d e a t  o f  Pivfl~ b r o k h e r :  
:-:l! lf am, ':l?maa, John, J;I?IIA~ and ?lathew, 39 had Gww- ststars, 1 think X.h@y al3. pi, 
cd tiway hnfrpl-e my tfrandf:at"nar d f d ,  P think ha was Pt? when ha passed away. iie k i d  
seven sons :2nJ t,Pree ddoti~kttw-3; Thowas, Jr;mtit.ii, J o b l ,  Jacab, Lolman and :.&eha#, A3. 

8 ; .  ?,er--t.;, dau,ybn;ars Y a q ,  ,.a,~y and Susan, 

i':ranlif'athsr John  APb.ih"c b'rlerm Forned in f-$17 z d  d i ed  lflfi5, i-%rrl3d S,.=n X~~zak-?! 
'j?kavpshl.r Bur-nsd l823 and rife4 fP92. ?'hey had twolwe chltldran, noren sons t a d  f%vcr 
r?acyht sr s ,  a Allar?, Arcllble, T a m ,  ::at?, %sl3ort, Birch:: biddie, X ~ l l f  +,.- 6ubie 

.. ., . 
i ? I i J i ~  and. J.ny. ~f.1 b v a  passad elsay, t h a  last om in 1SS2. . . 

i. 
-' . 

;!y Yechar .lii.tto ?'cHeol;. bomnd 1334 and d l s d  1917. btarried Addia i % l l s t ~  b&*d 1& 
qnd dled 1718. They hsd srmn sona and three dulhtiars. Yntaa Prank ,  Tolbartl il- 
d r e d ,  Jaae.r ! ) i l3p$rd  ::nil Fortar; Ida N i~mle  i r k l a n d  bornad iQu. Suwn Jana ; . i r i s .  
:-'irgIe %y bsdsrson. Sons r:arr%sd: Yntsir zkrrind Clark Clwr, Frank  married 2-i 
CoaJnr~, ToZbefi married Yay 'riuphas, SZdrad ;ramfad Florezce Cbtdom C i r s t t t ~ s ,  tti61 
:%:ra, I!tta fiowar8, 3n:rtes z ~ x ~ f t s d  L i t t i e  Barin@, DblPosd mrsted  gillfia P a w ,  &r,d 
Poms$r wrdci;~ad Cur& i ? ~ . 8 : * ,  i "cefLp.- 

'dp 1n$, ray Tather was enasasad and ~y mo'cher, Lucr@tk~t. Re wi;e 2 urrs barn, 
9  so^ QC S u e i s  Kfrkland, He Ps~d four brother, Jaaea, John fteartJm.?au nwd Wmn; hnc 
tbti sisters, Caney tovelosa, S f b b y  Oenss. They were geoaraiy a ahon  life people, 
5-7 fa ther  dPed, 3'7M or 69, and in t h e  course o f  the  eaaa year, my nrotker married I 
,jL:..c,.ri ..I-oaton, tiy k,lu ~kcg i i ~ d  110  chiLitrafio J. ~ l r r - e ~  & > . k 0 ) 6 * d 3 ~ ' ~ ~  tirftt L ' I A M L ~  6~SbiilG 

I 
20d ah* mmfgd a Fe>re;n@r, thm~egja4 hcrr@,%8a, ~ n d  asha mrr%ed a Ilema, tbs third, 
FwagrLsh, ah8 ~arriaQ a bref%ald,  mey 3x1 k@d actns5derable o;$P'springs, son 13 
deug)ttrtra, In 1796 I igarrbfLsd Dicy t ? w c ~  and 1002 1 profesaad r ~ H f ~ , f s n  and Jogne; 
t h a  B s ~ t f r e  church; my 3.r$fa betag txap%fsed t h e  s.me clay, fn 1806 X noraiG to t h ~  
' t :sstean ccmtry and satt;lsd in Kentucky. Xn J u l y ,  PSI? oair ffm% chS1d was born, 
~ . 4 : ~ 9 d  Lucs&%%a, In Pc30R we Il.o%d f n  P o n t g c m e s y  C X I ) W ~ % Y ~  ? ' @ x I z ~ ~ ~ s @ ~ P )  and abost3; the a& 
r z f  t h e  year, t~..nvcsi$ to Mwapbeys eoun.t;y, Tenn,, where 1 now 1 i v ~ .  6;WT ~ecand  &3%d 
Lsas Eliamr, then Lucenda Auron, Thmas, Wassa, 3t5mra, Eancp, Jashm arid hd, ma 
three l a e t  st th e  dote,  1647 are a& m a r r i ~ d .  By pandchildrcpn, there has brsn 43 
born,nnd aaly a saall part,ion of c k  nurrrbsr dead, My mother was named Lucy kcton,  
I?ar aethsr t;arsled a I!rase, There %as a comafderabls c'haln o f  connection, both of t 
ifese and Cot$oarr. It hat+, bban generally ir&al,d thsf ,  her  gr.andiati5i.r aozc grnnd%ct~hes, 
cns l i v e d  Lo I O Q  and the other 112 pears of zge. They were peneral iy  speaking, 
t iu.t ,  peaplo, B good Eany af ~y father's p o p % @  ;raplo a t  th8y -3.l Zaventtr Day &; 
t l 3 t .  

i 

?%is Eacla fa t i  6n from the hest of' my raclolsctS on if3 correct, but acknowled~o 1 m 



ou cammy b.rrtr ;>a F sty h r r  wur-ar ua r , l , u a  uau- v..A*... ...+ I-V .- ....-a- --- r----- -.-.-- - -- - 
seven sons and three doughten4 Thomas, &arcs, John, Jaeab, Solwon and &thaw, il- 
be* l ,  dauahters Par-y, !lazy 2nd Suistan. 

Grandf a tksr Pullanr 

Srandfdthor John h l b x t  '"ulfen borned i n  1?17 a: d died 1fl65. :-larrhed 3.,mn Z l ? = % e t f  
Thoepqgn borne8 lg23 and dfed lfi92, They bad twerlva children, wren sons c r d  f%va 
daughters ,  X i l l l a r a  Allan, Araibls, Tow*, SELF ?4eloort, Bircht Addie, %el%%%,.- Sudfa, 
Willia and Jsny. d l  hare paasad away, tha last .ow in 1942. 

!:y Prrtthsr: 

Ty Jaasa Z?cHs.ly bornnd 1831 and died 1917. b?arrlod Addla Yullan b&*d I&E 
.md died 1918. They had seven aons and three duxhtors. Sates Frank, Tolhartl 51- 
dred, J m a 3  9il lfaz-d and forter; Ida Lfinnirr Xirklend borned 146, Suban June r bisle 
i,:nrgie May bnd~rsm.  lion:, r ~ r r i e d t  Yatss tzarried Clark Clvar, Frank married Ewm 
Coalne, Tolbert rnarrf ed L*ay Hughes, Zldred :~arriad Florence Cat9fom firrst ti-, then 
3?rs, I!tta tiaward, Jaates narrfed L f t t i e  Harine, Dtllard mrrted  kdillte F-, md 
?ones mrriftd Cur& ~ - ~ c d .  I 4 6 j L w -  

I wals born, July 1778, my fa ther  was named Thoma, and my mother, Lucret;te, We w(zs 
a eoa of' ,men Kfrkland, He had four brother, James, John bnjm~en and Amn 8 tnd 
tsd disters, Coney toreless, Sibby Uenes. They wore genenfy a ahon life pao 1. 
f.'p father dlad, 17P8 or 89, and fn the course of the same year, my mother marr f h  ed 
;i;.:;;u;t~ Y i - u t u n ,  ky k , l r u  &&.a hkd uo chililrern, I tcuQ t.lrroo alacctrs j t h w  L.:i~~rt,  n iGi&i i  
and ah+ mrrf+d a Fo~tner, 'thsbaecand Zuarqtfa, and rrhs marrted a Hema, the, third, 
FwarPah, and she rearried a Bareflatld, That? a l l  had asns3derable offsprfngs, eoa At 
daughteris, In 1796 I mrrled D l c y  hrce and in 1002 I profoarsed rejCiqion and joined 
t h e  % p t i ~ t  chwuh; my b - f 8  being b p k f  a d  the ame day, In lbt06 1 moved t o  tha . 
't,'s~tam c~untry and s e t t l e d  in Kentucky, Xn July, ISM our first child wag born, 
rimed Lucretia, In Pe08 we limd i n  Montgomery county, lenntpaser, and about the alw 
of the  year, aaovrnd to Ru~sphreya aounty, Tenn,, where 'I[ now live, Our aecmd chlld 
was Eliamr, then Luoenda Aaron, T'bmae, Roses, Sus~ra, Nancy, Ja6hm and L e d .  1131s 
three l a a t  a t  the date, 1A47 are not married. Iny grandchildren, there has been 43 
bom,and os ly  a asrnalf portion o f  the  number dead, My mother was named LUCY Cotton. 
tier raothm- varried a ilose, Fhera, was a eomsfderable u b f n  of aomectfon, both of t h  
Wase and Cattona, It he& ken generally s a i d  tha t  her grandfathrer and p n b o t h e r ,  
one lived to 100 and the  a+,)rcr 112 years of ege,  They were generally speaking, Ewp 
t i a t  ,woplrs, A good =any of my father's people were a t  thay c a l l  Seventh 
tist, +. 

This L;acParati on from the b e s t  of ay rsoolects'on hs correct, but 1 acknowledge T em 
fallable, and must soon fall to a l l  tialely matter, but have a h m s  beyond the grava, 
&ere that per fec t  BefiPhg will be complete and all H i p i  mmbatre l i k m  H h ,  and sbalf 
aet  R i m  ae ?is ie, .... - - 

ikrittan t h i s  %he XOth o f  October, 1&7, by Lavf Kirkhnd. 

1, 3, V, Kirkland, am a son of Lev1 Kirkland, the youngest of the fosily. Ey fa tha  
mrrried lrenia T. PuQus. She was e daughter of Eld. Jesse Fuqus. Her mother was a 
Gsrter before ohe rr.srrisd, Rer Father haa six brotherg, and Z have been told tkat, 
the seven brothers ,  were a l l  tstniatera of the gospel in the h p t i s t  church. 
~randfether Fuqua had 1 5  children. barn ta hb, ten of whaom liwec? to be e;rm an4 MY 
families,  Via. Joel, Plane)., Wary, V i r q i n l e ,  Irenia and Grlenia ( tw ins )  , Jeaeo Y i l l f  
polinia and Susan. There were born to my pGrenta seven children, six boys and one 
1 The youngest and oldes t  dfed in infancy, The other f f v e  are still l i ~ a g .  
They ere %ry, Joel J, F~1v iU .e  and B. Sanaual, Nyaelf and three brothers are ninis*  
tera of the gospel in t h e  h p t b e t  Church, f met with e s p i r d t u ~ l  chaaat, of heart 
.*ban between nine and ten yeers of e ge. I joinmi the ch~rab ,  Feb. 18 and *as b p p  
tiasd on tb 19th 1877. T began my rzin$~try on the fourth Sunday in Feb, 1879. f 
have had the pleasure of haptieing all of m r  three brothere, end assist ing in t h e  
ordination and of perfirming the ceremony when they were mrriad. f a i U  

pth ,  1e57. I waa married to Ylnnie Wartin, Feb. 26, 18PB. i h b m l w  
I Dtmks Vartln. He r~arried i)allle AM Roberts. To them ma-'born Lucy Ann Swn,, 

b (contin&) . *ye - * -  - 



KENNETH L Q(1RKMg 
2948 N. Pine Grove Ave. 
t&icago. lllinors 6065.1 

~ u g u s t  22, 1982 

ma. Ida Kirkland Slate 
2721 Overhill Drive 
Donela on, Tenn. 37214 

Dear Ida, 

Perhaps you w i l l  reffiamber we from the  i[irkland-Hughes 
family reunion OF May, 1981, im Pleaaantvi l le ,  Tom. Hy 
great-great grandfather was Eleazar Kirkland of Hmphre~a  County, 
Levi Kirkland Sr .  ' a  olcbet  eon. 

During the week ef June 13 th ia  year I made a t r i p  t o  
Waverly and went through the courthouse deeda f o r  a l l  Kirkland 
reoorda I cc~uld f i n d ,  md also stopped by t o  see one of the 
foundera of the  Humphreya CounCy H i s t o r i o ~ 1  Society X had been 
aorseeponding with. (One of the reasons f o r  the t r i p  was t o  
aee am'ned t h i r d  cousin, J.T. Witherspoon, t o  tour some of tha 
Hiohan  Go, s%tea OF OW Wilkina ancestors) .  J.T. suggested 
we go aee Mrs. Anderson, who l ed  us  t o  t h e  plaoe an Hurricane 
Creek wnere Elder Lev1 Kirkland had helped eatabl ieh  one oP 
h i s  many P r i r ~ i t i v e  Bapt is t  ~hurchaa ,  After I returned t o  Chloago, 
Mrs. Anderson telephoned t o  ask i f  I had found the w i l l  of Levi 
Kirkland, and sinoo my answer waa negative, ah8 got her  daughte~ 
t o  make a uopy and bring i t  baok t o  I l l i n o i s ,  (Her eaughter 
l ivea  near ChLoage). 

Anyhow, I theughiyrm might l i k e  t o  have a oopy of Levi Kirkland 
3r.s (1776-1852) w i l l  and the inventory of h i s  e s t a t e  aale which 
has f a l l e n  i n t o  my kanda. Tlie ghotaoopy sf the photoaopy bmught 
t o  me  f a  a b i t  d lFf iou l t  t o  read, ao I have included my attempt 
a t  a typewritten t ranscr ip t ion  sf both the w i l l  and inventory. 
As I underatand it, the  w i l l  book was diaoovered i n  an a t t i c  
of the oourt house or  other  county building that was being t o rn  
down i n  1950 (about), and along with some other "eld recordsw 
was dest ined For the c i t y  dump. Sameone happened by a t  the t h e ,  
and persuaded the oounty off i c ia la  t~ l e t  him/her have the re~ords 
t h a t  hadn't already been hauled away, and t h a t  book included our 
Lavi Kirkland'a w i l l !  Whoevep i t  La t h a t  has the book dcmsntt 
want publ ic i ty ,  but W a .  Anderson decided I had "provenH my 
seriouansas about genealogy by t h a t  June t r i p  t o  Wavarly, aa 
she Found the w i l l  f o r  me. 

One of the moat in ta rea t ing  thinga in  t h i s  w l l l ,  t o  me, i s  
that Levi aen t i sns  u son Moass, whe does not appear i n  she 

(over) 





George 3. S l a t e  
2721 O v e r h i l l  D r .  
Donelson,  ten^.. 37214 

December 16 ,  1982 

Dear Kenneth: 

F i r s t  I want t p  an9lol:ize ?o r  be ing so  s low i n , a n s w e r i n  
your  l e t t e r  wk,.J.ch vas r e c e i v e d  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  a u g u s t .  !his 
h7s  bmen ~1 sad  y e 2 r  t o r  me. 14y w i f e  n a s ~ e d  away t h e  25 th  o f  June 
and a lmos t  a  month l a t e r  t o  t h e  day my f a t h e r  nas:.ed away. 

Ida. Lea. would have a p n r e c i a t e d  ve ry  much t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  
y3u s e n t  i n  August l e t t e r  and you would. have r e c e i v e d  a  r e n l y  
a lmos t  immediately.  You zsked abou t  a  Declar? t i .on  o f  t h e  3 i r t h  
and P r o g r e  ss o f  Levi  K i r k l a n d  which ment ions  a  son Moses. 
I n  going th rough  t h e  m a t e r i a l  I d a  Lea. ha.d I fo!xnd a Tyned C o ~ y  
of  such a  d .ec lara . t i .on  which does  l i s t  Moses a s  be ing  one  o f  h i s  
c h i l d r e n .  So f a r  I %?ve n o t  found t h e  o r i g i n 2 1  h,and w r i t t e n  
cony. I b e l e i v e  I d a  Lea. copied  t h i s  from a hznd w r i t t e n  cony 
thn t h e r  g r a n d n l ~ t h e r  hqil.. 

She:-t1.y 3 f t e r  r e c e i v i n g  your  August l e t t e r  I went t o  Alexnncler, 
V i r g i n i a  t o  v i s i t  a f ' r s t  c o u s i n  o f  I d a  L e a ' s  , K r s  E+.gar L. H a f f ,  
She i s  t h e  da! lghter  o f  Henry T r i p p  ?iirl,:lrl.;~:irl 7,,r!10 i s  t h e  son d f  
A. 14. I ( i rkland.  She :i.s s . 1 ~ ~  vt?-?-.i i - . r l L - > : . . . - ' .  I,., I:.- ~ 3 : j .  i n  t h e  e f f o r t s  be ing 
m,?de t o  :;et i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e   irkl land f ~ m i l y .  She has most g f  
t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  th8 . t  Ida  Lea. had snc? when she  was v i s i t i n g  h e r e  
abou t  2  ye2,rs 2 . ~ 0 ,  she  and Ida  Lea. :.:ent t o  ?:JaverIy, Tenn. a.nd 
a n e r s o n  t h a t  h : ~ d  worked a s  County Cour t  C l e r k  gave them c o p i e s  
o f  ma.ny o f  t i le  r e c o r d s  t h , : t  were 2 t  tht? c o u r t  house  abou t  some 
o f  t h e  b u s i n e s s  t r a n s a c t i o n  t h a ~ t  Levi  Kj-rkl~and hn.6 been involvecl 
in .  One of t h e s e  nc ,Ters  w- l s  concernin,r- some l,~.ncl t h - t  Levi  
Ki rk lnnd  w ~ s  buying R P ~  one of  t h e  w i h e s s e s  was Moses Kirkland.  
A w r i t t e n  comment a t  t h e  bottom o f  t h e  deed made by James Teas  
t h e  c o u r t  c l e r k  s t a t e d  t h a t  he h ~ d .  been informed t h a t  Moses 
Kir l t land was n o t  a  r e s i c len t  o f  t h e  s t n t e  o f  Tennessee ,  d a t e  
Nov. 2 ,  1836. I n  s o l e  o t h e r  papers  I d ?  Lea.. had. which IbeLkive  
she  r e c e i v e d  from Turner  Kir!<l?nd wqr, t h e  censusof  1820 o f  
Tennessee t h e r e  I s  -7 Moses K i r k l a n d  l i s t e d  3,s t h e  head o f  a. 
housebold  i n  Redford Co. census  p-39 Vol. 1. 

S i n c e  r p c  .- 'i$ing your  l e t t e r  .:.!i\7!1t TT~.I:IIP!IT~Y Col~n ty  His  t o r  ica.1 
S o c i c t y  n lnnnipg a second volume of' f ami ly  h i s t o r i e s ,  I have 
t a l k e d  t o  1 d ~  L e e ' s  cou.sin a.bout t h i s  a n d  t h e  w r i t i n g  up of a 
h i s t o r y  q f  Levi  Ki rk land ,  I am sdnding h e r  a  cony o f  your  
l e t t e r  a 7 d  t h e  o t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  inc luded.  She s a i d  s h e  would 
l i k e  t o  be inc luded on 3~011r  m a i l i n g  l i s t  and would. be i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  w r i t i n g  2 h i s t o r y  o f  Levi  Kirkla.nd. Of coi lrse I would lil.ie 
t o  c o n t i n u e  t o  r e c s i v e  any o t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  i s  t~urned  un 
about  t h e  Ki rk land  fami-ly. My d a u g h t . ~ r  1:~oulcl ! 'ke t o  c q n t i n u e  
t h e  work on t h e  fami ly .  She s 6 ? i d  t h a t  h e r  mother had n u t  t o  
much e f P o r t  2nd work i n t o  t h i s  n r o j e c t  f o r  i.t t o  be dropner! and 
f o r g o t t e n .  

I n  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  g e t t i n g  informnti .on on t h e  S l a t e  and Stamns 
fami ly  I have FI r e c o r d  from t h e  "Old" K t .  Vernon C e m e t ~ r y  Sirnnson 
coun ty ,  Ky. t h a t  A. M. K i r k l z n d ,  dr?ughtnr  o f  II. A. and M. A. K i rk land  
Ndv. 1 4 ,  1 % 0 - ~ e b .  28 ,  1841 i s  b u r i e d  thc?re.  I do n o t  bel5.eve ' t h a t  
t h i s  f a m i l y  o f  1Cirkland:- have  b ren  checked o u t .  



Kenneth I d o n ' t  know i f  any o f  t h i s  makes any rhyme o r  r e a s o n  
b u t  if you have any q u e s t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  m a t e r i s l  I w i l l  be g lad  
t o  h e l p  i n  any way p o s s i b l e ,  

T u r n e r  hqs  g i v e n  me a n  i n v i t n t i o n  t o  a t t e n d  t h e  n e x t  r e u n i o n ,  
and  I h o ~ e  t o  be t h e r e .  I w i l l  b r i n g  v h a t  i n f o r m a t i o n  I d a  Lea. 
h a s  and i f  you a r e  t h e r h  you may s e e  i f  t h e r e  a.re any o t h e r  paner s  
t h a t  ;lay be o f  i n t e r e s t  t o  you. I a m  honi.ng t h a t  two o f  I d a  L e a ' s  
Cousins  w i l l  be t h e r e .  

If a t  any t ime  you a r e  i n  TJashvi1l.e I would. be  g l a d  f o r  you t o  
come Sy f o r  a  v i s i t .  

S i n c e r l y  y o u r s  





Notes on supposed photograph of Levi Kirkland 
 
A copy of this photograph purporting to be that of Eld. Levi Kirkland of Humphreys County, 
Tennessee, (1778-1852) was sent to me in 1982 by O. V. Koen, author of : 
 
The glory trail :  
Koen and kin, coast to coast, including references to hundreds of allied families /  

Ottis Vaughn Koen 

1974 1st ed. [Austin, Tex.] : Koen, 260 p. ill. ; 22 cm.  
 
 
My recollection now is that O. V. said the photo came from one of his correspondents in Texas, 
but I do not remember her name. My notes from talking with him indicate that he had discussed 
the picture with other professional photographers and they concluded that it could be legitimate 
as a photograph from the time Levi Kirkland Sr was alive. O. V. had owned the Koen Studios in 
Lubbock, Texas, which I remember from my teen years in that area. I had no idea at the time that 
the Koens were distant cousins and did not know them personally. 
 
This version of the portrait was digitized and retouched for clarity of image in 2007. 
 
Kenneth L. Kirkland 
Chicago, Illinois 
May 16, 2008 
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