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Tennessee Maneuvers Scrapbook, 1941-1942  
 
 
 

COLLECTION SUMMARY  
 

 Creator:  
United States. Army. Division, 30th. G-2 
 

 Inclusive Dates:  
1941-1942 
 

 Scope & Content:  
Consists of a scrapbook titled “With the 30th in Tennessee, Second Army 
Maneuvers, June 2-28, 1941.” It contains dozens of illustrated newspaper articles 
and two panoramic photographs. Unfortunately, the G-2 Section (Military 
Intelligence) did not identify the source newspapers, though they likely 
represented Columbia, South Carolina, and Chattanooga, Manchester, 
Shelbyville, and Nashville, Tennessee. The compilers pasted a panoramic glossy 
photograph of the 30th Infantry (Old Hickory) Division staff opposite the title 
page. Between the title page and the first page of clippings lay a loose panoramic 
view of a change of command ceremony at the “Dust Bowl,” Fort Jackson, South 
Carolina, in May 1942. 
 
The clippings follow the division’s 440-mile convoy journey from Fort Jackson to 
maneuvers headquarters at Manchester, Tennessee. There, in a 600-square-mile 
area, soldiers fought the “Battle of Tennessee” in the first of seven large-scale 
U.S. Army war games to play out in this state during World War II. Soldiers and 
heavy equipment overran fences, destroyed crops, chewed up yards, and disturbed 
cows, but most citizens understood that these boys might soon be fighting for 
them. 
 
The newspaper articles generally take on a patriotic, homey tone and today may 
seem quaint. Area dailies and weeklies published numerous human interest and 
amusing stories such as one on mountain community names: Polecat, Willie 
Won’t Work, Hoodoo, Scarce as Fat, and Fudge Around. More than one paper 
featured “Uncle” Polk Sagely, 95, last Confederate veteran of Coffee County. On 
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being shown the modern 35-mm [37-mm] anti-tank gun, Uncle Polk observed, 
“that little cannon wouldn’t hurt a flea.” However, the 600-shot Browning 
Automatic Rifle Readers impressed him. “It’s too bad we didn’t have them in 
’63.” Tennessean Adrian Combs, the 117th Infantry cook and proud of his bread 
pudding, bragged “they haven’t mobbed me yet and every man has gained 10 to 
20 pounds since we came in service.” 
 
Readers learned from photograph captions that identical twin Private Ray Clifton 
shaved his mustache to distinguish himself from brother Sergeant LeRoy Clifton, 
and that Great War hero Sergeant Alvin York compared modern army hardtack to 
ginger snaps. The military’s new midget car was called everything from the 
“army jack rabbit” to “jeep.” Jeep stuck. Animals figured in various reports: dogs 
(especially puppies), mules, skunks, snakes, and more. A pet crow spotted anti-
tank guns. Five ducklings, seen calmly paddling around in a mud puddle in the 
middle of the road stopped 300 trucks carrying 2,500 soldiers “somewhere in 
Tennessee.” 
 
Excitement washed over Coffee County during the “khaki hurricane,” as the New 
York Times called it in an article titled “ʽYou-all Come Back’ Says Manchester to 
70,000 Visitors.” Reporter Hilton H. Railey paid big compliments to the town as 
the hurricane “blitzed their retail outlets. It has modified their way of life. To their 
everlasting credit…they have neither complained nor profiteered. Taken by and 
large, it has been a pleasant catastrophe…. (Theirs) is the poise of mountain folk, 
philosophers.” 
 
GIs short of real weapons improvised and carried simulated weapons--one 
photograph shows a peeled hickory log as an anti-tank gun. Asked where the 
automatic rifles were, one corporal replied, “Here’s one, sir” and held up the 
branch of a redbud tree, leaves still clinging to it. “Those umpires count that just 
like a real 30-caliber air-cooled machine gun.” 

 

 Physical Description/Extent:  
1.75 cubic feet 
 

 Accession/Record Group Number:  
2012-030 

 

 Language:  
English 

 

 Permanent Location:  
 XIII-C-1 
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 Repository:  
Tennessee State Library and Archives, 403 Seventh Avenue North, Nashville, Tennessee, 
37243-0312  

 
Administrative/Biographical History  
 

Germany’s 1939-1940 blitzkrieg swept through Poland, Norway, France, and the 
Low Countries, illustrating the efficiency of a mechanized force. At home 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt and Congress responded by federalizing the 
National Guard and reintroducing the draft. Abroad Europe crumpled under the 
Nazi juggernaut. Only England stood in the way of Nazi dominion, and the U.S., 
though officially neutral, bolstered the Brits (and others) with Lend-Lease and 
“Destroyers for Bases.” In the Far East, Japan was on the move having conquered 
Manchuria in 1931-1932. 
 
Between the wars, the U.S. Army presented as a small and ill-equipped force. In 
those years, Chief of Staff General Douglas MacArthur created four field armies 
for the purpose of training soldiers for a national emergency (probably involving 
Japan). Tennessee fell within the boundaries of Lieutenant General Ben Lear’s 
Second Army. As the United States watched events grow more dire in Europe 
with the rise of fascism, the American field armies stepped up their training 
programs.  
 
Six months before the attack on Pearl Harbor shook the United States out of 
isolationism, “Red” and “Blue” armies sparred in a series of simulated combat 
problems in Middle Tennessee. This was the first of seven large-scale military 
maneuvers the Second Army oversaw in Tennessee in 1941-1944. Engineers 
reconnoitered possible maneuver locations in the vicinity of Camp Forrest near 
Tullahoma. The landscape there mimicked that of France, Belgium, and Germany 
where the European war raged. If U.S. troops deployed to Europe, they knew the 
terrain to expect.  
 
Ben Lear, veteran cavalry officer and member of the U.S. equestrian team that 
won bronze at the 1912 Olympics, moved Second Army headquarters to Memphis 
in late 1940. General Headquarters in Washington approved Second’s maneuver 
plan in March 1941. Historian B. Franklin Cooling explains the area finally 
selected rested between the Duck River and the Tennessee-Cumberland divide in 
the vicinity of Tullahoma and Camp Forrest. The lateral lines were generally 
Highway 41, running northwest from Manchester, and Highway 231, running 
north from Shelbyville. The river’s steep banks and rocky bottom made it a prime 
feature. 
 
Three major army divisions rolled into Middle Tennessee in late May 1941: the 
27th from Fort McClellan, Alabama; the 5th from Fort Custer, Michigan; and the 
30th from Fort Jackson, South Carolina. June 1941 saw 77,000 men deluge the 
region. Soldiers on leave hurried to nearby towns for showers, soft drinks, and 
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homemade dinners. For many, it was their first experience of Southern fare and 
hospitality. Friendships formed and romances flourished. “Wacky for khaki” 
became a catchphrase.  

 
In mid-June, the Army added a twist by introducing the new cavalry. The “Hell 
on Wheels” (2nd Armored) Division sparred with infantry, anti-tank, and artillery 
units in the hills, valleys, and hamlets of Middle Tennessee. The division 
distinguished itself by overwhelming the competition on ground once considered 
unconducive to mechanized warfare.  
 
Military historian Christopher R. Gabel writes that Major General George S. 
Patton, Jr., commander of the 2nd Armored Division, realized the benefits of 
training in terrain like that he witnessed in France during the Great War. The 
Cumberland River presented the same crossing difficulties that American GIs 
would experience in 1944-1945 when crossing the Rhine, Tennessee forests 
resembled the Belgian Ardennes where the 101st would spend Christmas 1944, 
and the gentle rolling hills resembled the French Vosges.  
 
Patton’s “ʽHell on Wheels̕ blitz babies” struck first at Manchester, where 
onlookers packed the town square hoping to catch a glimpse of the colorful 
general. Umpires once even ruled him “killed” during the maneuvers when he 
sped through an area that would have been under artillery fire had the “battle” 
been real. 
 
Lessons learned in places like Bell Buckle, Statesville, Tullahoma, Wartrace, 
Manchester, and Shelbyville translated into victory in Europe and the Pacific. 
 

 
Organization/Arrangement of Materials  
 

Original order was maintained. 
 
 
Conditions of Access and Use  
 

 Restrictions on Access:  
 No restrictions. 
 

 Restrictions on Use and Reproduction:  
While the Tennessee State Library and Archives houses an item, it does not 
necessarily hold the copyright on the item, nor may it be able to determine if the 
item is still protected under current copyright law.  Users are solely responsible 
for determining the existence of such instances and for obtaining any other 
permissions and paying associated fees that may be necessary for the intended 
use. 
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Index Terms  
 
 Personal/Family Names: 
  Lear, Ben, 1879-1966 
  Patton, George S. (George Smith), 1885-1945 
  Russell, Henry Dozier, 1889-1972 
 

 Corporate Names/Organizations/Government Bodies:  
United States. Army. Armored Division, 2nd 
United States. Army. Infantry, 5th 
United States. Army. Infantry, 27th 
United States. Army. Infantry, 30th 
United States. National Guard 

 

 Subjects:  
  Jeep automobile -- History -- 20th century 
  Military art and science -- History -- 20th century 
  Soldiers -- History -- 20th century 
  Tactics -- History -- 20th century 
  War games -- History -- 20th century 

World War, 1939-1945 
   

 Geographic Names:  
Camp Forrest (Tenn.) -- History -- 20th century -- Sources 
Chattanooga (Tenn.) -- History -- 20th century -- Sources 
Chickamauga and Chattanooga National Military Park (Ga. and Tenn.) -- 
 History -- 20th century -- Sources 
Duck River (Tenn.) -- History -- 20th century -- Sources 
Fort Benning (Ga.) -- History -- 20th century -- Sources 
Fort Jackson (S.C.) -- History -- 20th century -- Sources 
Fort Oglethorpe (Ga.) -- History -- 20th century -- Sources 
Manchester (Tenn.) -- History -- 20th century -- Sources 
Shelbyville (Tenn.) -- History -- 20th century -- Sources 

 

 Document Types:  
Black-and-white photographs 
Clippings (information artifacts) 
Scrapbooks 
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Acquisition and Appraisal  
 

 Provenance and Acquisition:  
The scrapbook was donated by Andy Gleaves, Beth Smith, and Stephanie 
Poteete in 2012. 

 
Processing and Administrative Information  
 

 Preferred Citation:  
Tennessee Maneuvers Scrapbook, 1941-1942, Tennessee State Library 
and Archives, Nashville, Tennessee. 

 

 Processing Information:  
Completed by Susan Gordon, December 2019. 
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DETAILED COLLECTION DESCRIPTION  
 

CONTAINER LIST  
 

Contents/Item Title Date Box 
Scrapbook -- Tennessee Maneuvers 1941-1942 1 

 

  

   
   
   

 


