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A letter from the Cherokee Chiefs to his Excellency, Gov. Jos. McMinn, in 
answer to certain communications of his respecting their land and removal to the west. 

 
In Council near Cherokee 

 
Friend and Brother, Agency. November 21st. 1818. 
 Your communication of the 18th inst. was this day read in open council, explained 
and interpreted to the Chiefs assembled.  After deliberating with that attention which its 
contents justly merited, we have prepared the following sentiments from the centre of our 
hearts, and though expressed through the organs of unrefined sense, in all the simplicity 
of nature, incapable of polishing words, you will at once see the sentiments of your red 
brothers, in their true colors. 
 
 Brother, we know that we are under the protection of the Government of the 
United States, therefore are not insensible that we are also dependant on the humanity, 
generosity, and friendship of that magnanimous Government.   



We feel ourselves bound by the strongest bonds of brotherly and friendly attachment, to 
observe all our obligations with the U. States in the most inviolable manner. 
 
 Brother, you seem to express a desire that we ought to keep friendship at home as 
well as abroad, and to permit all those who wish to emigrate to the Arkansas to exercise 
their own free will and choice, as well as those who would choose to remain.  That 
principle is so consistent with our sentiments in all our actions, that we are not a little 
surprised to hear such a recommendation made by your Excellency, particularly when 
you have had such a fair opportunity of making yourself acquainted with the true 
sentiments and dispositions of the Nation.  The actions of bad individuals certainly ought 
not to be attached to the nation in any country. 
 
 Brother, we perfectly agree with you in believing that the Great Spirit is incapable 
of frowning on the rulers of any nation whose sole object was to promote the best interest 
of their people.  But, most beloved Brother, permit us to ask you in the presence of that 
Great Spirit, whether we would  



be acting with that humane and honest principle which is capable of producing blessings 
from that Supreme Power, if we were to accede to your propositions, to compel a whole 
nation of people, contrary to their free will and choice, to leave the lands of their nativity, 
which mouldered the bones of their forefathers, and so much esteemed and reverenced by 
them; and at the same time withdraw from them the means of comfort and support, which 
all the solemnity of a treaty,  - ratified by the highest authority of the Government of the 
U. States, had provided, by accepting of a pittance which would not be more than one 
tenth of competency of providing for the general removal? 
 
 Brother, the idea which you seem to convey respecting the late treaty appears that 
you are of opinion that the Cherokees of this country are bound to take reservations, or 
emigrate to the west of the Mississippi River, and no other alternative for their 
continuance here in common as usual.   
 

Brother, we would ask you as a candid man, why did the stipulations of that treaty 
provide for the taking the census of both nations? - for an equal division of lands, 
agreeably to their respective  



numbers?  It cannot be sound reason to believe that it was proper to take the census of 
both nations, when all those who took reservations were limited to but 640 acres to each 
and every head of a family, if it was not intended that the surplus of the lands were to 
remain in common for the benefit of this nation.  The theory upon which you have 
founded the principles of taking private property for public good *  we are not fully 
capable of comprehending your Excellency’s ideas on that point, unless you mean that 
the public good requires the acquisition of this country, and that you are determined to 
seize it.  On these points, beloved Brother, how far the disposition of the Government of 
the U. States are disposed and determined to act towards  
* The Constitution by which we are bound together, gives to the Rulers the right to 
take private property for public good, but they are bound in every instance to give the full 
value thereof. 

In proof of this General Jackson directed his army to take your property for their 
support, and I have no doubt that measure was in direct opposition to many of your 
people, for it even deprived many of them of the means of support; but the public good 
required that it should be done, and your people have been paid conformably to justice 
(Gov. McMinn’s address to the Chiefs Page 13) 



your poor red brothers, you are the best judge; but yet we cannot for a moment withhold 
our sense of the humane benevolence, and benignity of the U. States, to believe that the 
country which has been solemnly guaranteed to the Cherokees by them, will be viewed as 
private property, and the obligations of all their treaties with the Cherokee people, 
trampled under foot.  That there have been faults and neglect agreeable to the admission 
of your Excellency respecting the not taking of the census X  we will not deny, but on our 
part we are unable to discover any.  We have too much respect for the honor of the 
United States to attribute it to them.  
 
X Brothers, you express a wish to know why the census have not been taken in June 
last. To which I reply, that having been instructed by the Honorable Secretary of War etc. 
___________________ 
X  Now Brothers it is very easy to perceive that there is faults on all sides, and as I 
conceive neither party can be interested, now in fact acquitted of neglect by any defense 
they can make. I am therefore willing on my part to let the subject go to rest. (Gov. 
McMinn’s address to the Chiefs Page 9, 10.) 



 
 No, Brother, in them we have the most unbounded confidence.  We have had too 

many proofs of their justice and magnanimity, - of their liberality and friendship, for us to 
harbour, even for a moment, a suspicion that they would act unjustly towards us.  No, 
Brother, our confidence in the U. States is so complete, that we believe, provided they 
have inadvertently injured us, by themselves, or agents, that they would redress our 
wrongs, when made known. 
 

Brother, reason and Prudence are the monitors by which all prudent people and 
individuals ought to be guided.  We know however that conscience is but the force of 
education.  Religion is certainly commendable, but the force of our prejudices forbids 
that you should at once expect to see us embrace yours.  We like yourselves found ours 
upon our prejudices, and follow the religion of our fathers.  A different education would 
beget different prejudices, and, with your education we should, no doubt, adopt your 
prejudices as well as religion; this however is not to be expected in the pursuit of game in 
the wilderness.   



 
We have here the advantages of adopting the virtues of our white brothers, who 

surround us.  Your Excellency is not unacquainted with the progress which we have 
made in agriculture and civilized life.  The benign influence of religion has opened the 
eyes of many; and we do not believe that the epithet of Savage ought any longer to be 
applied to the Cherokee nation of people. But with a removal to the west, all our 
flattering prospect of civilized life must vanish. 
 

Brother, with deliberation, candor and good nature, we again inform your 
Excellency that we have, decisively, rejected your propositions for an entire 
extinguishment of all our claims to lands east of the Mississippi River.  And must again 
solicit your Excellency to cause the late treaty to be carried into full effect agreeably to 
the stipulations therein contained, as early as practicable. 
 

Brother, we solicit an interview with your Excellency at the Agents office on the 
23rd  inst.  At the acquiescence of your Excellency to this solicitation you will please to 
cause the cannon to be fired.   

 
We have the pleasure of subscribing ourselves, intrinsically, your Brothers and 

Friends. 
 
 A True Copy. 
  Attest Jn. Ross. Member of the Nationl. Committee 



The following signatures do not appear on this original copy and are included here for 
reference purposes. 

Chiefs and Warriors. 
 

Path Killer,   Big Rattling of Gourd,  She-ri-ka, 
Charles Hicks,   Little Turtle,    John Beamer, 
Going Snake,   Thomas Saunders,   Little Path Killer, 
The Boot,   Squire,     Soo-we-cullah, 
Sour Mush,    Noisy Fellow,    The Crow, 
Tiger,    Chu-na-qual-es-kee,   Nan-too-we-yah, 
Chickesaw-te-kee  Oo-ta-le-tah,    Su-wa-kee, 
Tees-to-wal-os-kee,  Two Killer,    Tey-es-tes-kee, 
Robert McLemore,   Ta-ka-ha-kee,    Big Half-breed, 
Eight Killer,   Ja-lay-es-kee,    Oon-oo-la, 
Che-la-ke-te-hee,  Woman Killer,    Car-sal-ar-wee, 
James Downing,   The Ridge,    Bark, 
Dreadful Water,   Daniel Griffism,   Willee, 
Rising of Fawn,  Coo-wes-koo-wee,   Sick-a-to-wee, 
Sicketowee,   Chulamee,    Yau-oo-kee, 
Bear-going-in,   Bridge Maker,    John Doherty, 
Coo-la-chee,   Oo-soo-kee,    Bark of Chota, 
Wee-ley,   Co-nat-ley,    Saw-an-oo-kee, 
Wash-my-face,  Three Killer,    At-los-en-a. 
John Benge,   Kala-waskee, 
 

Committee Names. 
 
John Ross,   Roman Nose,    John Baldridge, 
Richard Riley,   Currokee Dick,   George Lowery, 
Thomas Foreman,  Kee-le-chee-lee,   Rabbit Sleep, 
Cabbin Smith,   George Saunders,   James Brown. 
Hair, 
      A. McCoy, Clerk National Committee 
His Excellency Joseph McMinn. 


